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Hazardous Tree Assessment:

Mature Specimen Crack Willow Tree
at
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

for
XXXXX

July 2010

Preliminaries

Authority
This assessment and report was commissioned by xxxxxxxx and was carried
out by David Binns and David Gallacher of Caledon Tree Consultants during
July 2010.

Purpose

The objective of the survey is to assist our client in assessing the condition and
stability of a single mature specimen of Crack Willow, Salix fragilis located
within the Client’s property. The tree was noted to have shed a substantial limb
in the relatively recent past.

Scope

The scope of the survey is defined as the ground-based visual examination and
assessment of the subject specimen, together with the presentation of
recommendations where appropriate. All comments on specimen condition are
made with reference only to the status-quo position. The survey specifically
excludes any reference to underground services and to the effect of vegetation
on man-made structures.

Definition of Subject Specimen
As indicated on site by the client.



Survey Schedule

Tree No

Species

Age Classification
Height

Stem Diameter (DBH)

Crown Spread

Clear Stem

Surrounding Features

Physiological Condition
Structural Condition
Estimated Remaining Contribution

Condition notes

4001

Crack Willow, Salix fragilis
Mature

22m

1.38m
Augmented by low bifurcation

North 6m
East 10m
South 7m
West 8m

Om

Stone perimeter wall 1m, S & W
Telegraph pole below to NW

Fair/Good
Fair/Poor

0-10 years

Bifurcates at 0.5m, 1.0m and 1.5m with consequent widely ramifying crown
structure; multiple points of contact and partial fusion between co-leaders and
limbs from 1.0-4m; historic fracture of east co-leader at secondary bifurcation
with associated deep fracture cavity; internal tissue degradation at fracture
cavity apparent to 25% and estimated at 33-50%; heavy Ivy infestation (now
severed) present; multiple snags and deadwoods throughout crown.



Commentary

This substantial mature specimen tree stands close to the south-west corner of
the client’s property. As a consequence of multiple points of bifurcation in the
lower bole, the tree has a particularly wide and ramifying crown structure,
with multiple longitudinal and lateral stress points where co-leaders and large
limbs are making contact, with some friction wounding in evidence as well as
a degree of natural grafting.

Whilst there are numerous sites of minor dieback, deadwoods and branch
snags throughout the crown, these are consistent with the habit of the species
and physiological health is generally sound, with good vigour and abundant
foliation.

In addition to the stress areas outlined above, however, structural integrity is
substantially compromised by a substantial historic wound site on the north-
east face of the lower bole, resulting from the fracture of a major co-leader.
Whilst the area has been dressed back as well as possible subsequent to the
fracture incident, a substantial quantity of fracture tissue has been included in
the wound, and, as with all co-leader losses, the wound has not been
compartmentalised by callusing.

Recommendations

We would offer the view that partial failure of the tree in the area of the
primary (north-east) bifurcation must be considered distinctly possible, and it
is evident that such an event would impact on human activity in the area.
Action to mitigate the risk of this failure would require a very substantial
portion of the crown of the tree to be removed, leaving an aesthetically
unattractive specimen which would be liable to further failure in the longer
term.

We are reluctant to condemn a major specimen tree which could in all
likelihood survive for many years in a woodland setting, but in view of the
foregoing factors and of the practical risk to human safety in the area we
recommend that the tree is removed in early course.



